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eluded that in the early centuries of our era lower Burma had the reputation of being a Buddhist country1.  It also appears certain that in the eleventh century, when the Talaings were conquered by Anawrata, Buddhist monks and copies of the Tipitaka were found there.   But we know little about the country in the preceding centuries. The Kalyani inscription says that before Anawrata's conquest it was divided and decadent and during ibhis period there is no proof of intercourse with Ceylon but also no disproof. One result of Anawrata's conquest of Thaton was that he exchanged religious embassies with the king of Ceylon, and it is natural to suppose that the two mon-archs were moved to this step by traditions of previous communications. Intercourse with the east coast of India may be assumed as natural, and is confirmed by the presence of Sanskrit words in old Talaing and the information about southern India in Talaing records, in which the city of'Conjevaram, the great commentator Dharmap&la and other men of learning are often mentioned. Analogies have also been traced between the architecture of Pagan and southern India2. It will be seen that such communication by sea may have brought not only Hinayanist Buddhism but also Mahayanist and Tantric Buddhism as well as Brahmanism from Bengal and Orissa, so that it is not surprising if all these influences can be detected in the ancient buildings and sculptures of the country3. Still the most important evidence as to the character of early Burmese Buddhism is Hinayanist and furnished by inscriptions on thin golden plates and tiles, found near the ancient site of Prome and deciphered by Knot*. They consist of Hinayanist religious formulae: the language is Pali: the alphabet is of a south Indian type and is said to resemble closely that used in the inscriptions of the Kadamba dynasty which ruled in Kanara from the third to the
1  The Burmese identify Aparantaka and Yona to which Asoka also sent missionaries with Upper Burma and the Shan country.  But this seems to be merely a misapplication of Indian names.
2  See Forchhammer, Jardine Prize Essay, 1885, pp. 23-27. He also says that the earliest Talaing alphabet is identical with the Vengi alphabet of the fourth century A.D. Burma Archaeol Report, 1917, p. 29.
3  See R. C. Temple, "Notes on Antiquities of Ramannadesa," Ind. Antiq. 1893, pp. 327 ff. Though I admit the possibility that Mahayanism and Tantrism may have nourished in lower Burma, it does not seem to me that the few Hindu figures reproduced in this article prove very much.
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